
Career Exploration 

TEACHER GUIDE 

Overview 

The mission features lots of exciting roles in the 
field s of science, technology , engineering, and 
mathematics that stud ents may exp erience 
( v irtually ) first-hand . This activ ity help s stud ents 
to v iew the mission from the p ersp ectiv e of their 
own strengths, interests, and future career goals. 
Stud ents inv estigate two careers from a list that 
highlights the careers p ertinent to the mission 
activ ities. They choose one career that interests 
them as a p otential future career choice. Y ou 
assign a second career for their inv estigation. They
p resent b oth careers to the class so the entire class 
can rev iew each career in the list. 
N ote: Y ou may allow the stud ents to choose their 
second career if it ap p ears that ev ery career in the 
list will b e chosen at least once. 

Materials 

•	 C omp uters with I nternet connection 
•	 ( op tion if comp uters not av ailab le) P rinted list 

of career d escrip tions 
•	 C areer exp loration work sheet 
•	 M ission career list 

Instructions 

1 )	 D istrib ute the career list and hav e the stud ents 
rev iew each career on the list and choose one 
as a p otential future career choice. 

2 )	 Assign a second career to each of the stud ents 
for a second inv estigation. 

3 )	 I nstruct the stud ents to b egin work b y listing 
their j ob titles in each column on the career 
exp loration work sheet. 

4 )	 I f y ou hav e access to comp uters, y ou may
hav e stud ents v isit one of sev eral sites to 
research their j ob title: 

•	 Center for Educational Technologies® 

Career I nform ation S y stem 
http	 : / / www3 .cet.ed u/ cis 

•	 B ureau of L ab or S tatistics 
A-Z	 L ist of J ob Titles 
http	 : / / www.b ls.gov / k 1 2 / az list.htm 

•	 A m erica’ s Career I nfoN et 
F eatures v id eos showing the ty p es of work 
p eop le d o ( includ es v id eos in Sp anish)
http : / / www.acinet.org/ acinet/ v id eos.asp ? id = 
2 7 ,& nod eid = 2 7 
As the teacher, y ou will want to b ecome 
familiar with these sites b efore y ou send 
stud ents to them. 
I f y ou d o not hav e access to comp uters, y ou 
may alternativ ely p rint out the list of career 
d escrip tions. 

5 )	 The work sheet should b e comp leted with 
enough d etail to p rov id e stud ents a clear 
und erstand ing of the career. R emind them 
that they will need this information for a later 
activ ity , so they are to work carefully ! 

6 )	 W hen they hav e finished with the information 
on the first matched career, they should start 
on the second career to comp lete the 
work sheet. 

7 )	 The stud ents can now p resent their career 
information to the class. Y ou many want to 
hav e them role-p lay a “ career d ay ” as they talk 
ab out their chosen career as a p rofessional in 
that field . 
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