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Students Participate in “e-Mission” Program

Students in (City/State)______________________ took part in an innovative, distance learning program that simulated real-life situations in order to enhance science, math and technology skills. 

(School name)____________________________ linked with Wheeling Jesuit University's Center for Educational Technologies (CET) in Wheeling, W.Va., to participate in e-Mission: Operation Montserrat. The e-Mission launched on (Day/Date)___________________________.

The CET program is an innovative, hands-on learning experience that enhances classroom exercises to foster interest in math, science and technology in middle and high school classrooms. 

For those schools who could not travel to Wheeling to participate in an on-site simulated mission, the Center developed the distance learning program that connects a flight director at the CET with students anywhere in the world for a one-of-a-kind learning experience.

Bruce Howard, program developer at the CET, says, e-Mission: Operation Montserrat allows participants to fill the roles of Earth science experts. The participants become members of the volcano, hurricane, evacuation or communication team during the two-hour, electronic mission. Operation Montserrat engages each participant to work as scientists in order to solve problems in real-life situations. The mission challenges participants to apply their mathematics and science knowledge to a real-life event. 

“By placing participants into the roles of astronauts and scientists trying to solve a real-life problem, they are hooked,” Howard says. “This fascination with space science exploration permeates the hearts and minds of the young and young at heart across every ability level or learning style. The model is based on the latest developments in cognitive science research and has proved to increase students’ achievements and attitudes towards science, math and technology.”

For teachers, the e-Mission is a new way to introduce Earth science into classroom instruction. Prior to the scheduled e-Mission, teachers receive one day of professional development on effective use of educational technology in their classrooms. The session also acquaints teachers with the e-Mission. They leave the training with a pre-flight curriculum they can incorporate into their daily lesson plans. The e-Mission package also includes technology support to help the teachers prepare their classrooms for mission day.

Wheeling Jesuit University’s Center flew more than 800 e-Missions last year. 
