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 Can erupt  from many 
different openings 

 Can form calderas 

Stratovolcano: 

 Alternating layers of lava, ash, and cinders 

 Tall narrow volcanoes with symmetrical 
sides 

 Often violent eruptions 

Shield Volcano: 

 Tall and broad with flat, 
rounded shapes 

 Low viscosity lava 

 Largest volcanoes 

 Mild eruptions 

Cinder Cone: 

 Small oval shaped 

 Made of lava not ash 

 Erupt from a single opening 
 

 Steep sides 

 Pyroclastic material 

 Large 
crater at 
summits 

 Form along 
plate 
boundaries 

 Magma 
escapes to 
surface (lava) 


